APPENDICES
Britain and the Arabs on such foundation as cannot be shaken and
on promises which will preserve our honour and independence and
safeguard our material interests.
eOur duty is to maintain our independence on a strong basis that
we may keep it forever,'
(iii) Speech to the Jewish Community of Baghdad, 18 July1
'There is no meaning in the words Jews, Muslims and Chris-
tians in the terminology of patriotism, there is simply a country
called 'Iraq, and all are 'Iraqis.
CI ask my countrymen the 'Iraqis to be only * Iraqis because we
all belong to one stock, the stock of our ancestor Shcm; we all
belong to that noble race, and there is no distinction between Muslim,
Christian and Jew.  To-day we have but one means to our end:
the race.'
(iv) Speech to the Shaikhs^ Ramadi, 25 July,
'Brothers! my word is yours and I deal with you as brother
towards his brother, and as a friend towards his friend and not as a
ruler towards his subjects. I am not a foreigner to you. You may
accept rny word in all confidence. I came to you knowing you to
be Arabs and Beduin, and for the last four yeais I have not been in
similar surroundings. All Muslims should be brothers, I have no
doubt that you approach me with requests as subjects approach
their ruler. I, in turn, ask you, tribesmen, to keep the peace. I
must ask the tribesmen like Fahad Beg and 'AH as-Sulaimiin each
of whom is equal to a thousand, and those xvho arc present to act
on behalf of those who are absent. The past has passed away. In
the future you and I will demand certain things from each other just
as I now ask the Arabs to guard themselves and to be done with past
evils and troubles. We have had enough of pillage and robbery,
Now that God has granted us our wish, we should give our thoughts
rest and devote ourselves to the promotion of our best interests
and the building up of our country, which things are in the interests
of both the ruler and the ruled. Such things are attainable only by
peace and loyalty.
'In the future, when the tribes gather together, we will look into
any differences existing between them. I shall call the tribal chiefs
s Al«Difla, August m,
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